TREE DRESSING DAY 

MEDIA NOTES 2008 


Common Ground,

Gold Hill House, 21 High Street, Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 8JE UK

+44(0)1747 850820

www.england-in-particular.info
www.commonground.org.uk
www.corrugated-iron-club.info 

*************************************

Creating the circumstances for local knowledge and professional expertise to inform each other, Common Ground pioneers imaginative ways of reweaving the local world. 

We try to inspire people to join in the richness of everyday places, popular culture, common wild life, ordinary buildings and landscapes, to revalue our emotional engagement with places and all that they mean to us and to go on to become actively involved in their care.

*************************************

Common Ground in England launched Tree Dressing Day in 1990 at the start of December as a new calendar custom to cross cultural boundaries and lift our relations with nature. 

see ::      http://www.commonground.org.uk/trees/t-dress.html

Tree Dressing Day falls on the 1st  weekend in December and follows traditions from all over the world.


Since the countrywide launch of Tree Dressing Day thousands of events have been created by people across the UK and other parts of the world. 


Together, we have begun the (re)invention of a tradition in which young and old, professional and amateur, all cultures and places, city and country can share; and in which the seeds of the social and public celebration of trees becomes an easy first step to long term shared commitment and care.


We are concerned for the trees in our everyday lives. Enormous energy is spent on planting, but little on continuous care; we worry about local authorities not having sufficient resources and local people having no responsibility for the trees in their street or on the village green.


We are also concerned at the lack of opportunity for community expression for nature. Many older people have enormous wisdom about their locality which we seem to have lost the will to learn. People of different cultures can teach each other much about our place in the world. We want to encourage the potential for wisdom and traditions to be passed across age and culture boundaries. The major recipients will be the trees, but we feel that communities have much to gain from having celebratory reasons to come together.


Many different groups have  been involved in city and village: Academy of Indian Dance, Adzido Pan African Dance Ensemble, Birmingham Botanic Gardens, Chartham Parish Council, Chester City & District Council, Daventry Watch Group, Ealing Young People's Theatre, Kippen Primary School in Stirling, Layton Crescent Sheltered Housing Group in Waddon, Stockport Art Gallery, The Natural History Museum in London, Wimbledon Art School, branches of the YHA, the National  Trust and the Weald and Dowland Museum. 


Local authority Tree, Arboricultural and Ground Maintenance Officers are encouraging this as a way of involving local communities, and of communicating the importance of care for mature trees. Many Recreation and Arts Officers are  discovering the possibilities of working with other sections of their own authority as well as local people.


Each year we hope that more and more people will gather together on the first weekend in December to create local celebrations for this annual cross cultural festival and to involve themselves in caring for the trees around them.


On Tree Dressing Day in Loughborough, Kevin Ryan of the Charnwood Arts Trust, reported that their own 'rag tree' marking the entrance to the new National Forest led to much comment. A seventy five year old Canadian woman said “Oh this is just like back home, the Indians are always doing things like this”. A Welshman said people in the hills where he grew up dressed trees when he was a lad, and that even coal miners were known to dress trees. An Asian gentleman remembered dressing trees with fruit in India when he was a lad. An Irishman remembered dressing the May Mulberry Bush.


“Jeannie was absolutely delighted” said Kevin Ryan, “We got talking about clootie trees and she remembered a visit to a tree by a spring which had associations with the Battle of Culloden. She told us how the women she was with had all taken bits of their petticoats or ripped their tights to hang near the water and how they all said a prayer as they tied the bits on. She then tied something to our gateway trees and promptly burst into tears as she said a prayer for a friend who had died this time last year, but she left feeling good!”
