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Longest of the Longest Peel Competition

Apple Day 2008

Competitions for peeling the longest unbroken apple peel take place on Apple Day, October 21, all over the country.

This year there are two winners in the over 18 section (peeling with a knife) as their results are so close:

Barney Hilken (winner in 2005 and 2007) with a peel of 5.31m (17.421 feet) at Acorn Bank Apple Day in Cumbria organised by the National Trust.

&
Leslie Pachebat with a peel of 5.30m (17.388 feet) achieved at Ely Apple Day in Cambridgeshire run by East Cambridgeshire District Council.

They will each receive a bottle of 3 year old Somerset Royal cider brandy kindly donated by the Somerset Cider Brandy Company.

Barney Hilken, pleased with his success, confided that ‘the secret to getting a really long peel is lots of concentration, and a sharp knife”. Leslie Pachebat took part in the competition this year because her husband Justin, a previous winner, was unable to attend. 

Winners of the other categories are:
Under 18 peeling with a knife: Hamish Fyfe, with a peel of .69cm (2.264 feet) at Lacock Abbey (NT) Apple Day in Wiltshire.

Under 18 peeling with an apple peeling machine: Laura Clough with 2.40m (7.874 feet) at Eastham Country Park Apple Day run by the Wirral Wildlife Group in Cheshire.

Hamish and Laura will each receive 2 Common Ground illustrated posters: The Apple Map of Britain and England in Particular ABC.  

Many thanks to Julian Temperley at the Somerset Cider Brandy Company.

Contact Sue Clifford for further information     01747 850820 sue.clifford@commonground.org.uk
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The Longest Peel Competition

Apple peeling competitions have taken place at individual Apple Days since 1990, but they have been organised as a national competition by Common Ground since 2000.

Participants simply peel an apple in a spiral keeping the peel in one continuous piece, then measuring it using a piece of string. To do well, participants needs a large apple, a good knife, a steady hand and a lot of concentration.
The longest peel by hand, 23 feet 4ins, was achieved in 2005 by one of this year’s winners, Barney Hilken, a mathematician from Horwich. 

Rob Allen from Hertfordshire peeled the longest peel using an apple peeling machine – an astounding 35 feet in 2006.

However, the world record by Kathy Walfer from the USA is safe at the moment. In 1976 she took 11 hours to peel a length of 172 ft 4ins.

Common Ground

is a national charity (no. 326335) recognised for linking nature and culture, working to inspire, inform and involve people in learning about, enjoying and taking more responsibility for their own localities. We encourage celebration as one starting point for local action to improve the quality of ordinary places and everyday lives, championing local distinctiveness.

www.england-in-particular.info     www.commonground.org.uk

Apple Day, October 21st
was initiated by Common Ground in Covent Garden in 1990 and celebrates its 20 year in 2009. Apple Day is celebrated across the country with hundreds of events held in orchards, fruit farms, nurseries, RHS and National Trust gardens, restaurants, village halls, museums and arts centres. It is an annual celebration of the wonderful diversity of apples and other tree fruit in Britain and demonstrates that variety enriches places. 

See www.commonground.org.uk for further information and a gallery of Apple Day photos since 1990.

The Somerset Cider Brandy Company

has been distilling cider since 1989, but apples have been grown and cider has been pressed there for at least 150 years. All the apples used come from Somerset, and most come from Burrow Hill’s own 150 acres of orchards. More than 40 varieties of cider apples are grown and are carefully blended by Tim Stoddart and Julian Temperley..

The cider brandy is described as follows: “Our three year old has a nose of apple which leads onto a floral, spicy palate with a touch of spirit followed by a long lingering aftertaste.”

Their shop is well worth visiting, set amongst acres of orchards and below the extraordinary Burrow Hill, topped by a single sycamore. Or visit their shop online.

Julian Temperley, Somerset Cider Brandy Company Ltd and Burrow Hill Cider. Pass Vale Farm, Burrow Hill, Kingsbury Episcopi, Martock, Somerset TA12 6BU. (01460 249782).       www.ciderbrandy.co.uk
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