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Community Orchards Handbook

Common Ground

A5 spiral bound, 226 pp, 90 colour photos. 

Price: £10 +£3 p&p

Contents:  Orchards and Local Distinctiveness * What are Community Orchards? * The place of orchards in our landscape and culture * How to start *Planting a Community orchard * Adopting an old orchard * Conserving and attracting wildlife * What to do with the harvest * Celebration * Safeguarding your orchard * Orchard fruits and wild fruits.

Appendices: Choosing the right legal structure for your Community Orchard * Model Constitution/Draft Tenancy Agreement * Orchard groups and support organisations * National contacts * Nurseries and equipment * Fruit identification * Funding ideas and sources * Bibliography *

Written by Angela King & Sue Clifford with additional material from Gail Vines and Tamara Essex, research by Kate O’Farrell and technical help from Darren Giddings.

Illustrations by Brian Grimwood and Charles Raymond.

Designed by David Cecil Holmes and Toby Holmes.

Printed by Severnprint on Take 2 Offset 

100% recycled paper FSC certified 

Common Ground is publishing the COMMUNITY ORCHARDS HANDBOOK on 21st  May.
Drawing on twenty years of championing orchards and the experiences of many people who have created Community Orchards, the Handbook offers philosophy and practical advice to those inspired to become Community Orchardists. 

Common Ground wants Britain to be a prominent fruit growing country once again for environmental, aesthetic, social, cultural and economic reasons and believes that Community Orchards can help spearhead a revival.

Since 1992 when Common Ground initiated the idea of Community Orchards, hundreds have been established throughout the country. They are places where varieties of top fruit are grown by and for local people. They provide fruit to share and places to enjoy and show how well we can live with nature as a friend and collaborator.

Community Orchards can offer places for quiet contemplation and centres for local festivities such as wassailing and Apple Day. They act as carbon sinks, reservoirs for local varieties of fruit (there are nearly 3,000 varieties of apple alone), and refuges for all manner of wild life. Community Orchards can help to reinforce local distinctiveness as people band together to save vulnerable old apples, pear, cherry, plum and damson orchards, or plant anew to help counteract the massive loss of orchards – 63% have gone from England alone since 1950.

At a time of unprecedented alienation from nature and knowledge about where our food comes from, Community Orchards are reviving interest in growing and providing a way of sharing knowledge, horticultural skills and stimulating us into growing food again. (In 2005 we imported 71% of our apples, an 11% increase in 10 years). In the face of climate change, the need to reduce food miles makes the local growing of food more urgent.








 

In orchards, we and nature together have created an exuberant and a secret landscape –

a treasury of genetic diversity and a repository of culture.

Community Orchards are a wise way of sharing the land – a positive gift to those who follow.
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Cross O’Cliffe Community Orchard, Lincoln © M Davey.

Thanks are due to all the Community Orchardisists who have shared knowledge, information and their experiences with us, and to our funders – Defra EAF, John Ellerman Foundation, The Garfield Weston Foundation, The Headley Trust, the Sheepdrove Trust, The Tedworth Trust and also General Public Agency who have helped us to distribute the Handbook as part of their fifth (wood) birthday celebrations. 

For further information and photographs contact:

Sue Clifford on 01747 850820          sue.clifford@commonground.org.uk

Notes:

Common Ground is a charity linking nature and culture, focussing on the positive investment people can make in their own localities. We started our campaign to Save Old Orchards and plant new ones in 1988. We successfully lobbied the Countryside Commission for traditional orchards to be included for grant aid in Countryside Stewardship schemes in 1992; Defra to include traditional orchards as a UK Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Habitat in 2007.  We initiated Apple Day (October 21) in Covent Garden in 1990, and continue to support and promote its celebration countrywide: the events list is already growing, see www.commonground.org.uk

The Apple Source Book – particular uses for diverse apples 

by Sue Clifford & Angela King with Philippa Davenport for Common Ground, Hodder & Stoughton, 2007.
The Apple Source Book links the food we eat with the land and includes 60 delicious recipes using particular varieties of apples by 52 great cooks, chefs, food writers, gardeners and nature writers such as Raymond Blanc, Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall, Richard Mabey, Nigel Slater and Sophie Grigson. It contains arguments about why we need to conserve our orchards, varieties of apples (and other orchard fruit), why we should grow much more of our own top fruit. It describes how important orchards are for wild life, especially orchards with tall, old trees. There is a 40 page gazetteer of varieties listed by county of origin. Hb 304 pp, b&w illustrations, £16.99.

Much more practical information is available on our websites:

www. commonground.org.uk  & www. england-in-particular.info

Common Ground, Gold Hill House, 21 High Street, Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 8JE (01747 850820)

office @ commonground.org.uk

ENDS
